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Sarkozy v strikers

President Nicolas Sarkozy vows action
against strike-induced fuel shortages
threatening the French economy as
workers and students rally to defend
theirright to retire at 60.

World, P7

Rooneyrocks Man U

Manchester United manager Alex
Ferguson confirms Wayne Rooney
wants to leave Old Trafford.

Sports, P14

Mega-tower backlash

Malaysian premier Najib Razak defends
his plans for a 100-storey mega-tower
in Kuala Lumpur after abacklashona
fast-expanding Facebook petition.
Business, BS

History uncovered

Anthony Morse, host of the new TV
series Hidden Cities, shares his
experiences and the challenges he
faced while filming the show.
Outlook, 01

Forensics made easy

Technology is set to make forensic
investigators' jobs easier.
Database, D1
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Floods threaten six provinces
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Hospital staff and soldiers help evacuate a patient from flood-hit Maharat Hospital in Nakhon Ratchasima’s Mt]ang district. Several patients were transferred yesterday to public-run
Khon Kaen Hospital In the neighbouring province as the flood waters show no sign of receding. SAROT MEKSOPHAWANNAKUL

Chao Phraya basin
braces for deluge

POST REPORTERS

Six Central Plains provinces have been
placed on high alert against heavy llood-
ing expected to be triggered by overflows
from the North.

Provinces most vulnerable to the
deluge are Sing Buri, Chai Nat, Ang
Thong, Pathum Thani, Ayutthaya and
Nonthaburi, Royal Irrigation Depart-
ment spokesman Boonsanong Suchat-
pung said yesterday.,

The six provinces would be unable
Lo avoid Mooding as a vast amount of
water from the North and from Pasak
Jolasit Dam in Lop Buri was approach-
ing,

The department is trying to drain as
much water as possible from the Chao
Phraya River basin before Saturday,
when the sea waler level will begin Lo
rise because ol king lides,

Irrigation officials are worried the
rise in the sea water level from Saturday
tonext Tuesday would worsen the flood
situation in the Central Plains as il
would hamper drainage.

“We are trying our best to minimise
the flood impact but it is impossible to
make all areas [in the Central Plains|
[ree from Aooding,” Mr Boonsanongsaid,

Bangkok is well prepared for the
situation as the capital has the capacity
to divert up to 50 million cubic metres
of water a day from the city.

Flooding in Nakhon Ratchasima has
continued to wreak havoc although efforts
have been made to divert waters from
Nood-hit districts through Chalerm Phra-
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kiat and Chakkarat districts to the Mekong
River bordering Ubon Ratchathani.
Khunpoj Buathone, an engineer at-
tlached 1o the waler crisis prevention
centre at the Water Resources Depart-
menlt, said flood waters in Pak Chong

and Pak Thong Chai districts had begun
to recede. Although an estimated 400
million cubic metres of water was being
released from the spillway ol the
overflowing Lam Phra Phloeng reser-
voir, this would not increase ood levels

HM grants B10m
to help victims

His Majesty the King has granted
10 million baht to the Raja-
prachanukroh Foundation to help
people in flood-stricken areas.

11is Majesty expressed concern
aboul people sullering [rom the
effects of floods (o depuly
secretary-general of the Royal
Household Bureau and founda-
tion  chairman  Dissathorn
Watcharothai, and assigned the
foundation to buy essential com-
modities urgently and give them
to flood victims.

The foundation stalf have com-
plied with the King's instructions
and have begun giving away aid
items 1o victims in all food-
affected areas.

in the two districts as water was being
diverted at a rate of 400 cubic metres
asecond to the Moon River which flows
into the Mekong River in Ubon Ratcha-
thani's Khong Chiam district .

Mr Khunpoj said the Moon River
was expected to burst its banks today
and tomorrow and inundate areas in
Satuk district in Burl Ram and Rasi
Salai district in 5i Sa Ket before reaching
Uban Ratchathani.

Residents in communities near the
Moon River should prepare for rising
walters, he said.

Nakhon Ratchasima governor Rapee
Pongbuppakit said 24 of the province's
32 districts had been looded. More than

DANGER ZONES

Flooding has affected 13 provinces
since Oct 10. The hardest-hit
provinces are Nakhon Ratchasima,
Lop Buri and Nakhon Sawan.

The Royal Irrigation Department
yesterday warned six Central Plains
provinces to brace for high waters.
They are Sing Buri, Chai Nat, Ang
Thong, Pathum Thani, Ayutthaya and
Nonthaburi.
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200,000 residents had been affected and
about 470,000 rai of land damaged.

The governor said lood waters would
soon reach Chalerm Phrakiat, Chakka-
rat, Non Thai and Non Sung districts.

The Education  Ministry  said
buildings and equipment at 112 schools
and educational institutes in Nakhon
Ratchasima had been damaged. Urgent
repairs were being made to ensure the
schools could open for the new semester
in 12 days.,

Flooding has also begun to affect
areas in other northeastern provinces,

In Surin, the provincial irrigation
office was draining 7 million cubic
metres of water a day from the overflow-
ing Huay Saneng reservoir in Muang
district, leaving at least 5,000 rai of
farmland under water,

In Chaiyaphum, local residents were
evacuated to higher ground as the Lam-
pathao reservoir in Kaeng Khro district
overflowed.

The overflow from the Chulabhorn
Dam in Khon San districtalso swamped
areas inseveral districts and Nood waters
were expected to hit Khon Kaen in the
next two days.

In Ayutthaya, Methadol Wichakana,
head of the historical park, said the
Chao Phraya River was close lo
overflowing with water being released
from the Chao Phraya, Rama V1 and
Pasak Cholasit dams.
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Available for True fixed line
and TrueMove mobile phones.
Offer valid until 31" of Dec, 2010

True customers dial 02 900 2000 then press D06

Starting at only 3 Baht/min., 24 h
For business, pleasure or simply keep| c

your friends and family wi

006 offers an unparall

signal without any del

high quality transmission technology, Time Division
Multiplexing (TDM).

Destination

Malaysia, Taiwan, Laos,
Israal, Kuwait

Au
Uni

stralia, Germany, 5

ited Kingdom, Japan
e
indla, Qatar, Bangladesh 14

8- AT

phong sarvica: (Baht/mirute)

4

country code . city | number ]

DON'T WORRY
BE HAPPY

with Bangkok Insurance

® Car

]
® Home ]
@ Property & Belongings @
® Shop & SMEs @
Wherever you see the WORRY FREE sign,

our frustworthy services will ensure thal unexpected incidents will never bog you
down again, Leam more aboul cur services from our customer testimonials.

Personal Accident
Health

Travel Accident
Others

you can rest assured fthat

* More coverage, fewer claim processes and problems * Received 'Non-Life Insurance of the Year Award
for three consecutive years from the Office of Insurance Cormmission » Rated A- by Standard & Poor's (S&P)
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